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Butler:
I first met Mike Pence when he was an up and coming member of Congress, and I was an executive with the Washington Post Company. It was something of an act of bravery for Congressman Pence to be seen in my company, as he was the leader of the most conservative faction in Congress, which did not exactly consider the Washington Post as its in-house newsletter. [laughter] 

Even more courageously, Congressman Pence worked closely with me to craft a Free Flow of Information Act to protect the confidentiality of journalists’ sources. As a former radio broadcaster himself, Congressman Pence saw the news media as the only check on government power in real time, and he used his own considerable influence to get this milestone of press freedom through the House Judiciary Committee and through successful votes on the house floor.


I'm not sure how many votes this work got him back home, but he thought it was important, and he saw it through. When he ran for governor of Indiana in 2012, he won handsomely because his neighbors in the Hoosier State saw in him the same qualities of courage, principle, sincerity, intelligence, political talent, and personal grace that I've been privileged to see up close.


By then I was working with you in public television, and I was delighted to see that in his first budget submission for the State of Indiana, Governor Pence became the first Indiana governor in eight years to propose a public investment in public broadcasting. He’s a highly respected conservative who jealously guards taxpayers’ interests; he believes deeply in limited government, and he values the public service mission of public television.


We are profoundly grateful for his support of our work in education, public safety and well-informed citizenship, and we are honored to present a well-deserved Champion of Public Broadcasting Award to the very distinguished Governor of Indiana, the Honorable Mike Pence. Come right up, sir. [applause] 
Pence:
Thanks a lot. Thank you so very much. Thank you to Pat, thank you to the Association of Public Television Stations. I'm deeply humbled, and grateful for the recognition today. I accept it on behalf of not just the state of Indiana, but the people of Indiana, who cherish the work that the Hoosiers in the room do every day, and that all of you do around the country. And I thank you so very much for the encouragement and the kindness.

And having the opportunity to be with you for just a few moments today, taking a break from the National Governors Association to commend you on 35 years of APTS's work. This is a non-profit membership organization representing 170 public television licensees throughout the United States, has truly been an association that’s made a difference.


I want to particularly commend the topic of this conference — Spectrum of Service, focusing on education, public safety and citizenship. And in the 90 minutes I've been given, followed by Q&A [laughter] I'm gonna reflect on those things.

It’s particularly meaningful for me. I have the deepest respect for your president and CEO. Pat Butler is a man that is universally respected in our nation’s capital, although I expect that was probably challenged when he recommended in some meeting the selection of a conservative former member of Congress to be the recipient of this award this year.


And if I sense any tension in the room, I will simply write it off to the fact that tonight is the finale of season four of Downton Abbey. [laughter]  Mrs. Pence and I have an engagement at the White House this evening, but our DVR is set. And there is to be no foundation or tweeting among our children about what happens with Edith, what exactly Mr. Bates is up to, or whether Mary will pick a new suitor. [laughter]  


We intend to learn those things on our own. But it is a joy to be with you tonight. And in the Hoosier State we have been truly blessed through the efforts our Indiana public broadcasting stations. Nine radio stations, eight affiliated PBS television stations. So well-represented here. WTIU in Bloomington, Lakeshore Public Media in Merrillville. And if you'll permit me a bit of boasting, recognizing his 30 years in public broadcasting, Lloyd Wright of WFYI was just named the newest member of the Indiana Broadcasters Hall of Fame. [applause] 


Stations are locally owned, locally operated, locally programmed, and for decades they have provided Hoosiers with educational content from award-winning news and public affairs programmings to entertainment offerings, and a commitment to lifelong learning. They enrich our local communities through distinctive programs and services, and through collaborations with some of our most cherished institutions, like the Children’s Museum of Indianapolis or our statewide community college system known as IV Tech, or Indiana’s Tourism Office as well.


From SUPER WHY!, who made an appearance at my inaugural weekend’s family fun activities, to PBS Learning Media, to which half of all teachers in America are registered, we are proud of our Indiana team in Indiana Public Broadcasting stations. 

And because of these great stations and their efforts over the years, I'm proud to say the Hoosier State has now and will continue to find the resources to support public media efforts in our state. [applause] 


That still may not explain to some of you what I'm doing here. [laughter]  I thought I'd share a short story. I was elected in November of 2012, and if you can imagine, in the less than two months from the time that you are elected to the time that you are sworn into office, there is an enormous amount of work to be done. 

Cabinet appointments and developing policy, and preparing a first address to the Indiana General Assembly. And my two-year budget was actually due the very week that I was sworn in. And it was a very very busy time. Now, I know we find ourselves in Washington, D.C. that is, as John F. Kennedy said back in the day, he said it’s a city that combines southern efficiency with northern charm. [laughter]  

Washington’s a little dysfunctional these days. But let me tell you, I come from a state that works. Because of the strong leadership that we've enjoyed in the state of Indiana over the last nine years, when I entered office we had nearly $2 billion in reserves, a triple-A bond rating. We’d made critical investments in infrastructure and in education.


And when I took office, we had the ability to make choices, to make critical investments in the life of our state. So we submitted our very first budget, honestly balanced budget, held the line on spending by making sure our government in Indiana didn’t grow any faster than the family budgets; we held the line of increases to the rate of average inflation.


We significantly increased our funding for infrastructure and roads. Indiana of course is the crossroads of America, and I always say if you're going to say you're the crossroads of America, you better have the roads to back it up. We also increased our commitment to education in Indiana, education innovation, and supporting our traditional schools by restoring resources that had been reduced during the difficulty of the Great Recession.


And in the midst of doing all of that, we actually also passed the largest state tax cut in Indiana history. I did all of those things because I said we were going to make job creation job one. But being married to a schoolteacher now for 28 years, I learned a long time ago that if we can’t succeed in the classroom, we won't succeed in the marketplace. 

And that frankly is where all of you come in. Frankly, when we were going line by line through our budget proposal, when we came to deciding whether or not to include funding for public television in our budget, I want to tell you, it was an easy call. I believe education is a state and local function; I believe the state has the primary responsibility for educating our children, and I will say from my heart, through all of my life one thing has been clear:


Public television plays a vital role in educating all of the public, but most especially our children. [applause] You know, I believe every child deserves to start school ready to learn. It’s one of the reasons why in this session of our general assembly, we're seeking to have Indiana join a majority of states by establishing a voluntary pre-K program for disadvantaged children in our state.


But make no mistake about it:  The quality programming that our Indiana public television stations provide help to fill in that enrichment gap. Now, I'll always believe that the best pre-K program is a prosperous family that can provide the enrichment in the home that every child needs and deserves. But whether it be a pre-K program for disadvantaged families, or whether it be what you all offer on the airwaves of America and Indiana every day, we can make up for that gap, and you do it.


And I commend each and every one of you for the role that you have long played in enriching the lives of our families, and especially some of our most vulnerable and disadvantaged children. But allow me, as I close tonight, with again, deep gratitude for this honor, which we will cherish, and seek to deserve — let me close tonight by perhaps focusing on that last aspect of your conference today, and that is this question of citizenship:


And I would like to ask you, with great respect, and urge you in these very difficult times in the life of our nation — times where confidence in public men and women of every political stripe seems to be on the wane; where people sometimes find themselves scratching their head and wondering if it all still works — I want to challenge you to think about using the platforms that you have to tell the American story in fresh and new ways, and encourage a greater understanding of the blessings and the opportunities and the responsibilities of citizenship, in this, the freest and most prosperous nation in the history of the world.


One of the things that I owe Pat Butler for was a long lunch at the Capitol Hill Club one day with Ken Burns. Had to take a picture of that. [laughter]  What a great guy. I'm sure everybody in this room has had an opportunity to meet him. And what a down to earth person. But as I said to him then, I thought he’d made an extraordinary contribution to the life of the nation, beginning back in the 1980s when he prepared that very first documentary series on public television, The Civil War.


I heard him speak then about that encounter with our 40th president — I think it took place in the Oval Office — where President Reagan, who was an old motion picture guy, who knew the challenges of putting together the capital to get something produced, was talking to Ken about, “How did you get this done?” and he talked about the importance of the grant support that he’d gotten, and how he was able to leverage that to attract additional resources.


President commended him then, rightly, for his act of patriotism in telling America’s story. And I think it was altogether fitting. I heard recently described the movie “Lincoln” that Steven Spielberg prepared, was, the best review that I read was that it was an act of patriotism, and so it was.


I'll close today with a couple of thoughts from President Reagan’s farewell address that speak to this issue. Maybe to provoke you to think in some new and fresh ways about how each of you in these 170 stations and the influence you have in public television around America might be to good effect in these challenging times:


Reagan closed his speech, if you don't remember it on the tip of your tongue, saying that there was a great tradition of warnings in presidential farewells. And the warning that he gave had to do with a warning about the fragility of what he called the new patriotism.


It was 1988. He talked about how the nation had a good feeling, but he said it wouldn't count for much, wouldn't last very long if it wasn’t grounded in thoughtfulness and in knowledge. He called on the American people then to embrace, again, informed patriotism. 

And he asked whether or not we were doing a good enough job teaching our children what America is and what she represents in the long history of the world. He went on to say, “So we've got to teach history based not on what’s in fashion, but what’s important. Why the pilgrims came here, who Jimmy Doolittle was, what those 30 seconds over Tokyo meant.”  He went on to say, “You know, four years ago, on the 40th anniversary of D-Day, I read a letter from a young woman writing to her father who’d fought on Omaha Beach, and she said, ‘We will always remember, we will never forget what the boys of Normandy did.’” 


Then he added, “Well, let’s help her keep her word,” saying, “If we forget what we did, we won't know who we are.”  I think one of the great contributions of public television — Ken Burns being emblematic of it, but just one example — is that you more than anywhere else seem to be the place that most authentically tells the American story to the American people.


And I urge you on in that, as I truly believe that our best days are yet to come in this country, if we will but remind ourselves of all that we've been through before. That however great the challenges of this moment are, they pale in comparison to what Americans have endured in the past.


So let me say with great humility that I thank you for this honor, and I accept it on behalf of the state of Indiana and the people of Indiana. But I hope you will accept a word from just another American, a word of thanks for all that you do, but a word of encouragement to say that as you gather here in this place, leave here with a renewed commitment to educating the little ones, to entertaining the big ones, and also to telling the American story, because in the American story we will find the confidence for a boundless American future.


Thank you all very much and God bless you. [applause] 
